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PHIL 317-01, Fall 2014  
Philosophy of Human Nature (Philosophical Anthropology) 
(An ERS Elective Course) 
MWF 1:00 – 1:50 
Classroom: Smith G29 
Professor David Rodick 
 
Office Location:  Hinkle 227 
Telephone:  (513) 745-3827 
Email: rodickd@xavier.edu 
Office Hours: MW 2-6 pm and by appointment. 
 
Course Description: Philosophical Anthropology is the study of human-being from a 
philosophical perspective. What does it mean “to be” human, philosophically speaking? This 
question will be addressed from several perspectives: Platonic, Aristotelian, Christian, 
Pragmatic, and Existential. 
 
Primary Texts: 
Norris W. Clarke, S.J., Person and Being; 
Teilhard de Chardin, The Divine Milieu; 
Other readings will be distributed. 
 
Requirements: 
 
1 paper 5 pages on the philosophy of Teilhard de Chardin (20%); 
4 exams including final (80%). 
 
Course Introduction 
 
8/25:  Review Syllabus; Introduction to Plato’s Divided Line 
 
Part I: Orders of Knowledge / Orders of Being 
 
8/27: Plato’s Divided Line (DL): 509d – 511e 
8/29: Divided Line 
9/3: Plato’s Myth of the Cave (MC): Myth of the Cave (MC):  514a – 516d 
9/5: Myth of the Cave Myth of the Cave: 516e – 517e 
9/8: Myth of the Cave Myth of the Cave: 518a – 518d 
9/10: Aristotle’s Notion of the Intellectual Soul (Handout) 
9/12: Exam (DL & MC) 
 
 
 
 
Part II: The Human Being as Substance in Relation 
 
9/15: Clarke, Person and Being (PB): 1-5 
9/17: PB: 6-13 
9/19: PB: 13-25 
9/22: PB: 25-42 
9/24: PB: 42-52 
9/26: PB: 53-63 
9/29: PB: 64 - 72 
10/1: PB: 73-82 
10/3: PB: 82-94 
10/6: PB: 95-113 
10/8: Exam PB 
 
Part III: The Philosophy of Teilhard de Chardin 
 
10/13: Introduction to Teilhard de Chardin (Paper Assignment Distributed) 
10/15: Divine Milieu (DM) 
10/17: DM: 43-56 
10/20: DM: 56-70 
10/22: DM: 70-83 
10/24: DM: 83-94 
10/27: DM: 95-111 
10/29: DM: 112-135 
10/31: DM: Epilogue: 135-155. 
 
Part IV: The Question of Immortality (Handouts) 
 
11/3: William James, Human Immortality 
11/5: James Teilhard Paper Due 
11/7: James 
11/10: William Pepperell Montague, The Chances of Surviving Death 
11/12: Montague 
11/14: Montague 
11/17: Gabriel Marcel, Thou shall Not Die 
11/19: Marcel 
11/21: Marcel  
11/24: Review Part IV 
 
 
Part V: Applications—Understanding the Resurrection: A Philosophical Perspective 
(Handouts) 
 
12/1: Thomas J. Sheehan: The First Coming: How the Kingdom of God Became Christianity 
12/3: Sheehan 
12/5: Sheehan 
12/8: Sheehan 
12/10: Exam Parts IV-V 
12/12: Last Day of Class (Final Exam Review) 
 
Administrative Issues 
 
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism is appropriating someone else’s words or ideas without formal 
acknowledgement. Go to xavier.edu/library/xututor/plagiarism. Any plagiarism will result in an 
F for the course, and your dean will be notified of the incident. Don’t Do IT! 
 
Electronics: Laptops, phones, iPods, and similar devices will not be used in class. Exceptions 
must be documented.  
 
Any learning accommodations requested by the Office of Student Services will be 
supported completely. 
 
Late Assignments will be reduced one letter grade for each class session assignment is late. 
 
Class Room Etiquette 
 
Rude and Unacceptable Behaviors: 
Not having books/handouts used in class in your possession; 
Coming to class unprepared; 
Texting (or any use of electronic devices) during class; 
Talking with others concerning matters unrelated to the class; 
Tardiness; 
Tuning-out; 
Sleeping. 
 
Some Suggestions: 
 
• Arrive on time; 
• While waiting for class to begin, instead of talking or checking your phone, review your 
notes from last class; 
• Choose a seat in a location other than the last row; 
• Have your books on your desk ready to use; 
• Consult your syllabus before class in order to understand what a particular class session 
will cover; 
• Have questions prepared for the professor based upon a prior reading of the material; 
• Engage the Professor! 
